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Local Government

City Funding Sources

• Property Tax 

• Sales Tax 

• Income Tax

• Utility Tax

• Permits /Fees
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City Road & Bridge

1%

Township Road Fund

1%

Township Town Fund

1%

Forest Perserve District

2%

Park District

3%

Community College

3%

Public Library

4%

Will County

7%

City of Wilmington

11%

Fire District

14%

School District

53%

Taxing Body Share
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City Funding Sources

• Property Tax 

• Sales Tax 

• Income Tax

• Utility Tax

• Permits /Fees
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Property Taxes

21%

Sales Tax

25%

Income Tax

17%

Utility Tax

12%

Permits/Fees

10%

All Other

15%

Funding Sources



Local Government

How can the city increase?

• Attracting new businesses / 
developments to build /renovate.

• Attain more grant funding.

• Annex property not currently 
within city l imits.

• Bond/borrow
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How can the community impact?

• Great schools.

• Availabil ity and access to services. 

• Quality of l ife.

• Affordability and availabi l ity of housing.

• Local job market.

Why is revenue important?



Local Government

Revenue Sources

• User base fees 

• User use fees

• Meter replacement fees

• Connection fees
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Expenses

• Homewood Disposal (Garbage)

• Water/Sewer Employee Wages & Benef its

• Chemicals & Supplies

• Maintenance

• Wastewater Plant Loan Payment

Components of your water bill



Local Government

• LGDF Funding

2010 10% of Total Income Tax went to Municipal it ies, ~6% Today

• Unfunded Mandates

Lead Service Line Replacement

Police Pension Funding

Police Body Cameras

• Local Infrastructure Needs

• Kankakee Watershed Conference
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City Lobbying Activities



Local Government

Fun Fact:  Illinois has the most units of local 
government in the nation: 6,963
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Year in Review: Business Community

New Businesses

• Blue Horse Wine & Martini Bar

• Papa’s Pickins

• Dollar General #2

• Wildcat Self Storage

• Birdie’s Gaming Café

• The Crafted Coop

• The Bell Book & Candle Antiques

• Dynamic 3PL

City of  Wi lmington Town Hal l 2/9/2023 10

Coming Soon

• Scoop’s Ice Cream

• Wildcat Self Storage #2

• Route 66 Creamery

• Nelly’s Drive Through

• Bril l iant Trucking

• Love’s Travel Center

• Hardee’s



Year in Review: Business Community

Partnerships

• Chamber of Commerce

• Downtown Merchants Association

• Will County Center For Economic 
Development

• Heritage Corridor 

• Midewin National Tallgrass Prairie

• Local Municipal it ies

• State & County Off icials
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Year in Review: Business Community

Continue to Build and Reinvest

• Expansion of the Façade Improvement Grant.

• North Water Public Parking and EV Charging Lot.

• Changes to Business Licensing Fees.

• Expand partnerships with Convention and Visitors 
Bureaus and tourism groups. 

• Continue applying for additional grant funding.
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Year in Review: Public Works Snapshot

• Created 220+ MG of drinking Water

• Treated 356 MG of Wastewater

• Flushed /inspected 700+ Fire Hydrants, Painted 244 
Hydrants

• Completed 1000+ Utility Locates
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Created & Completed & Tracked 370 Work Orders (since May)

 5 Water Main Break Repairs, 11 Water Service Leak Repairs
 7 Lead Service Replacements
 35 Buffalo Box Replacement/Repairs
 35 Sewer Cleanings
 Salted/Plowed over 250 Plow Miles of Road on 10 different occasions
 26 Signs Replaced
 50 Road and Sidewalk Improvements/Repairs
 4 Sidewalk Share Programs Completed
 20 Equipment/Vehicle Serviced

 262 Residential Meters and 37 Commercial Meters Replaced



Year in Review: Public Works

System Improvements

• Installation of i-Hydrants.

• Improved bil l ing software and increased adoption 
of automatic bi l l ing.

• Replaced roof and structure at the water 
treatment plant.

• New water meter truck.

• Water system leak detection performed.
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Year in Review: Public Works

2 Years Ago

• Over 450 estimated water bil ls.

• ~40-52% water produced was 
accounted for.

• All users were paying same meter 
replacement fee.

• Large water meters were not being 
certif ied or calibrated.
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Today

• Less than 30 estimated water bil ls.

• ~75% of water produced is accounted 
for.

• Users are paying actual costs to replace 
their specif ic meters.

• Large water meters have been cert if ied 
and wil l be re-checked and cal ibrated as 
recommended.



Year in Review: Public Works

Regional Water Issues

• All our neighboring communit ies are having to 
deal with large, expensive generational water 
issues.

• Ground wells wil l be critical ly low by 2030.

• Wilmington is the only freshwater system in the 
area.

• We must continue to invest and maintain.

• Wilmington has over 93 miles of water main.
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Local Area Water Projects

• Grand Prairie Water 
Commission - $800M+

• Coal City Well - $6.1M

• Kankakee River Valley Water 
Planning Area Alliance –
Planning Stage



Year in Review: Public Works

Road Projects Completed
• Arsenal Road @ IL-53

• Wilmington-Peotone Road @ IL-53

• High Speed Rai l Project at North 
Kankakee Street & Str ip Mine Road

• Multiple s idewalks replaced under 
Sidewalk Share Program

• Road Classi f ication Program

• Awarded CMAP Grant for Pavement 
Management Program
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Year in Review: Public Safety

Highlights

• Continued progress on full accreditation of Police 
Department including recent National Center for Missing 
and Exploited Children program.

• Created partnerships with local providers to help address 
increasing mental health awareness and issues.

• Process of creating a drone program for WPD in partnership 
with WFPD as well as existing ESDA program.

• Sharing policing statist ics with the public.
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Year in Review: Public Safety

Highlights - Continued

• Modernizing and standardizing policies and procedures.

• Completed a ful l review and disposal of records and 
evidence rooms.

• Held training and safety meetings with various groups and 
the public.

• Working to improve and increase cost-sharing of our gun 
range.
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Year in Review: Public Safety

Truck Enforcement

• Expanded Truck Enforcement Program adding additional 
off icers, training, and tools to the detai l.

• Issued over $300k in f ines and violations in 2022.

• Partnered with local businesses to instal l signage on their 
property to reduce issues.
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Year in Review: Administration

Building Code Updated

• Updated from 2007 to 2021 code.

• Includes property maintenance 
codes and standards.

• Addresses new materials and 
technologies l ike solar, EV, PEX.

• Working in partnership with WFPD.

• Increases building safety and 
reduces cost to build, own, and 
insure.

City  of  Wi lmington Town Hal l 2/9/2023 21

Added Code Enforcement Officer

• Primary role is safety and compliance.

• Increases property values.

• Online records and tracking.



Year in Review: Administration

Communication

• Collaborated with other local bodies on creating a 
direct-mailed newsletter to al l  res idents.

• Increased social media presence and outreach to 
public.

• Per formed SWOT planning sessions with local groups.

• Improved c it ies website, publ ishing of meetings, and 
increased government transparency and reporting.

• Have regular meetings and open communication with 
local taxing and governmenta l bodies and groups.
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Year in Review: Administration

Other Initiatives

• Established Historic Preservation Ordinance.

• Working to form Historic Preservation Commission and 
become an Ill inois Certif ied City.

• Updating employee experience, policies, and employee 
handbook.

• Expansion and collaboration of community events.

• Beginning the process of updating our city code.
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Year in Review
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THE WAY TO GET 
STARTED IS TO 
QUIT TALKING 
AND BEGIN 
DOING.

- Walt Disney
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Looking Forward

Comprehensive Plan

• Current plan is from 2007.

• Plans typical ly span 10 years.

• Identify WHERE, HOW, WHEN, or IF we 
expand.
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Looking Forward

Parks & Paths Plan

• Capitalize on locations we already have.

• Ideas and plans are great, but we must 
identify and budget to build.

• Start with lower cost, higher usage 
projects.

• Connections to entire town and to area bike 
networks.
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Looking Forward
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• Forked Creek Br idge @ Kankakee Street

• North Water Reconstruct ion

• North Kankakee Street to Forked Creek

• Kahler Road from IL-102 East  

• Daniels Street

Local Projects

• Interstate 55 @ IL-129

• Interstate 55 @ Lorenzo Road

• IL-129 @ Str ip Mine Road

• Lorenzo Road @ Rai l road Crossing

• West River Road

State and County Projects



Community 
Discussion

Thank you for attending

Ma yo r  Ben  D i e t z

bd i e t z@w i lm i ng ton- i l . c om

C i t y  Ad min i s t r a to r  J e ann i ne  Sm i t h

j s m i th@w i lm i ng to n - i l . c om
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