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Location & Time  

 
Council Chamber 

Wilmington City Hall 
1165 S. Water Street 
5:30 p.m. 01/11/16 

 

City of Wilmington 
Buildings, Grounds, Parks, Health & Safety Committee 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017 at 5:30 p.m. 
 

 
Buildings, Grounds,  

Parks, Health & Safety 
Committee Members 

 
John Persic, Jr., Co-Chair 

Joe Van Duyne, Co-Chair  

Kirby Hall 

Kevin Kirwin 

Steve Evans 

 

 
Agenda 

 
1. Call to Order  

 
2. Approval of the October 12, 2016 Meeting Minutes  

 
3. New Business   

 
a. Review Bid Received for 120 N. Main Street (Old Police Department)  

 
4. Public Comment 

 
5. Adjournment 
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CITY OF WILMINGTON  
BUILDINGS, GROUNDS, PARKS, HEALTH & SAFETY COMMITTEE  

Tuesday, October 12, 2016, 5:30 p.m. 
Wilmington City Hall, Council Chambers  

1165 S. Water Street 
 

In Attendance 
Committee Members 
Co-Chair, Alderman John Persic, Jr.  
Alderman Steve Evans 
Alderman Kevin Kirwin 
 
Absent  
Committee Members 
Co-Chair, Alderman Joe Van Duyne 
Alderman Kirby Hall 
 
City Officials 
City Administrator Tony Graff 
Executive Secretary Joie Ziller 
 
The meeting of the Buildings, Grounds, Parks, Health & Safety Committee was called to 
order at 5:30 p.m. by Alderman Persic.  
 
Previous Meeting Minutes – September 13, 2016 
The minutes were reviewed. Alderman Evans made a motion and Alderman Kirwin 
seconded to accept September 13, 2016 Committee meeting minutes as written and have 
them placed on file.  
 
Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED 3 yes. 
 
Old Business 
Review / Update City Hall Operating Hours 
Administrator Graff reported that the hours of operating (8:30am to 4:30pm) are working out 
fine. 
 
Review / Approve An Ordinance Directing the Sales of the Former City of Wilmington 
Police Station at 120 N. Main Street Bearing Parcel Number 03-17-25-323-013-0000 and 
Adjoining Lots to the West Bearing Parcel Numbers 03-17-25-323-011-0000 and 03-17-25-
323-012-0000 
The Committee reviewed the draft ordinance as prepared by Attorney Urban. After some 
discussion the Committee agreed and unanimously approve that this ordinance goes before City 
Council for full approval at the October 18, 2016 meeting. 
 
Skate Park 
Administrator Graff informed the Committee that the City declared the equipment of the skate 
park as surplus. The equipment is outdated and the asphalt needs some repairs. The group led by 
Ginnifir Chandler would still like to have a skate park and has ideas on fund raising. Mayor Orr 
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will meet with Ginnifir to discuss this matter. 
 
New Business 
Review / Approve 2017 Meeting Dates & Times 
The Committee reviewed the 2017 meeting schedule as prepared by the Executive Secretary.  
The Committee approved these dates and time and the 2017 meeting will occur monthly on the 
second Wednesday at 5:30 p.m. 
 
Review Budget Report 
The Committee reviewed the budget reports as presented. 
         
Adjournment 
With no further business before the Committee, Alderman Kirwin made a motion and it 
was seconded by Alderman Evans to adjourn. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED 
unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 5:54 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joie Ziller  
Executive Secretary 

















     M E M O R A N D U M 
 
 
TO: Members, Wilmington City Council 
FR: Frank Koehler, Interim City Administrator 
DT: Friday, January 06, 2017 
RE: DISPOSITION OF FORMER POLICE STATION 

 
In recent months, the City has twice advertised for bids for the sale of the former police station. An 
appraisal, dated June 16, 2016, suggested a value of the property of as much as $135,000.00. 
Unfortunately, neither bid request resulted in any substantive proposal for acquisition of the building.  
The most recent proposal, submitted by Dave Rampa, provided for payment to the City of $1.00, along 
with some residual tuck pointing of the adjacent former City Hall building and partial improvements to 
the parking lot. Renovation and restoration of the former Police Station could easily approximate 
$250,000 or more. My recent tour of the building suggested the possibility of black mold in the 
building, water leakage along one wall, and the potential for possible foundation challenges adjacent 
to the street. I am concerned that this could be an over investment of the building that would be 
better served if used for the construction of a new building elsewhere in the downtown. 
 
As you may know, the City recently entered into an agreement with CMAP, the Chicago Metropolitan 
Agency for Planning, to conduct a detailed analysis of the Downtown. It is anticipated that this study 
will generate a community vision for the downtown, inclusive of potential uses, transportation and 
mobility recommendations and other improvements. Having been involved with similar studies in 
other communities, it is reasonable to assume that one of the recommendations of the study will 
suggest greater off street parking to better serve the retail and commercial opportunities in the area. 
Perhaps the best use of the site of the former police station might be for expanded off street parking. 
With appropriate landscaping and pedestrian amenities, this could turn into an asset for the downtown 
and compliment and encourage greater utilization of the adjoining former City Hall.  
 
It is argued that does the building may have some historical component as having been the former 
Police Station. Unfortunately the original use of the building was not as a Police Station but rather the 
post office. This is different from the former City Hall which was developed and used as the municipal 
center of the community for over 100 years. 
 
I would strongly recommend that the City reject the proposal. Rather, I would engage the local 
Operating Engineers to pursue a voluntary demolition of the building, and that every effort be made to 
design and construct a suitable and attractive off street parking area. Our efforts with CMAP may very 
result in the identification of grant monies and programs that could facilitate this effort. 
 
I trust this is of help to you, and would welcome any comments or question you may have.  

 


