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CITY OF WILMINGTON  
ORDINANCE & LICENSING COMMITTEE  

Tuesday, February 13, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 
Wilmington City Hall, Council Chambers  

1165 S. Water Street 
 

In Attendance 
Committee Members 
Co-Chair, Alderman Kirby Hall 
Co-Chair, Alderman Butler  
Alderman Steve Evans 
Alderman Kevin Kirwin  
Alderman Dennis Vice 
 
City Officials 
Mayor Roy Strong 
Executive Secretary Joie Ziller 
 
The meeting of the Ordinance & Licensing Committee was called to order at 6:01 p.m. by 
Alderman Butler.  
 
Previous Meeting Minutes – January 9, 2018 
The minutes were reviewed. Alderman Evans made a motion and Alderman Kirwin 
seconded to accept the January 9, 2018 Committee meeting minutes as written and have 
them placed on file. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED, 5 yes.  

 
Review/Approve An Ordinance Prohibiting Entry Into the Exclusion Zone in the 
Kankakee River from Island Park and Authorizing the City of Wilmington to Purchase 
and Erect Signs to Designate the Exclusionary Zone      
The Committee reviewed the draft ordinance as prepared by the City Attorney. This ordinance 
would prohibit entry into the exclusionary zone in the Kankakee River from the South Island 
Park and be defined by the following:  

(A) The Exclusionary Zone shall be defined as the area in the Kankakee River 
between the designated Exclusionary Zone signs. The Exclusionary Zone shall be 
designated by signs on South Island Park property by signs upstream and 
downstream from the Kankakee River Dam. 

(B) It shall be unlawful for any person to enter into the Exclusionary Zone in the 
Kankakee River surrounding the Kankakee River Dam from South Island Park 
property.  

(C) It shall be unlawful for any person to fish, swim, wade, stand, or remain in the 
Exclusionary Zone surrounding the Kankakee River Dam. 

(D) Fishing within the Exclusionary Zone is restricted to the shoreline.   
(E) This ordinance does not prohibit authorized personnel from entering the 

Exclusionary Zone for emergency purposes or to conduct training exercises 
related to emergency water rescue.  

This ordinance authorizes the City to purchase and erect signs on the Island Park in the 
designated exclusionary zone and includes penalties to those who trespass. Alderman Hall 
made a motion and Alderman Evans seconded to bring this ordinance to a first reading at 
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the February 20, 2018 City Council meeting. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED, 
5 yes.  
 
Review/Approve Amendments to Chapter 157.01(D), Amendments  and Deletion to 2005 
National Electric Code 
The Committee reviewed the recommended amendments as requested by Building Inspector 
Smith. These amendments include the following:  

a. UL approved product to be installed to and in structure(s), wall(s), all areas, 
including unfinished basements and in fire rated walls, throughout. 

b. Arc-fault breakers are not required 
c. 200-ampere service as a minimum on new residential construction. Provide 

calculations sheets for 100 ampere service. 100 ampere service is the minimum 
required service for any remodeling of existing residential construction with a 
metallic riser and metallic conduit to panel or a ComEd-approved underground 
service 

d. All electrical wiring on the load side if the meter shall be copper. 
e. Electrical metallic tubing (thin wall conduit) shall be required throughout all 

structures in above ground applications 
f. All electrical services shall be rigid metal conduit with the exception of the 

underground portion of services which may be in Sch 80 PVC 
g. No more than 10 ft of service entrance conductor shall be allowed inside a 

structure without providing an exterior disconnect 
f. When rework or rewiring of an existing structure exceeds 50% all wiring shall be 

installed per currently adopted electrical code and amendments 
 
Alderman Evans stated that he has been doing some research and would like to adopt all the 
2014 codes. Mayor Strong advised against that because there may be requirements you don’t 
want to adopt. Alderman Butler stated that this was a good start to amending this Chapter and 
asked for motion to be made to amend the ordinance as recommended by Building Inspector 
Smith. Alderman Evans made a motion and Alderman Hall seconded to bring this 
ordinance to a first reading at the February 20, 2018 City Council meeting. Upon voice 
vote, THE MOTION CARRIED, 5 yes.   
 
Discussion on Consideration to Amend Definition of Class B Alcoholic Liquor License 
Mayor Strong requested the Committee to reconsider amending the Class B Liquor License to 
allow for on-premise consumption with limitations. This would allow for retail stores like 
Angelo’s, Wee-Sips & Midtown Mart to obtain a gaming license from the State which in turn 
would be more revenue for the City. Mayor Strong also mentioned that he met with the 
Launching Pad owners and they are interested in a liquor license. The Committee agreed that 
they are in favor of amending the ordinance once it opens as a restaurant. The discussion on 
amending the Class B license as related to retail stores was tabled by the Committee.  
 
Discussion on James Pothof – 23254 W. Coal City Road (PIN 03-17-34-400-029-0000) 
Nonconforming Use of Two Homes on One Lot     
The Committee reviewed Mr. Pothof request for annexation into the City. This property is 
currently not inside the City limits, is 5 acres with two single family residents, is zoned Will 
County A-1. In the past building permits were issued by the City pending an annexation many 
years ago. Mr. Pothof would like to keep the two homes on the property. Executive Secretary 
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Ziller explained that in October 2017 the City was in process of annexing this property. There 
were public hearings with the Planning & Zoning Commission on October 5, 2017 and City 
Council on October 17, 2017. Both Planning & Zoning and City Council agreed to approve this 
annexation with certain stipulations. The main one was that the “Related Living Residence” shall 
be demolished prior to a contractually defined date from the signing of the annexation 
agreement. At the November 7, 2017 the Council agreed that 20 years was a sufficient amount of 
time but Mr. Pothof thought they (the Council) were being unfair and would like to see 
something like eighty years which would give his children a long enough time to live out their 
lives on this property. Mr. Pothof left the meeting very upset and stated that he would be hiring 
his own attorney. At the February 6, 2018 James Pothof attended the City Council meeting 
requesting guidance from the Council on how to precede with the annexation his property 
located at 23254 Coal City Road and presented the Council with letter from Will County dated 
December 5, 2017 and a memo with his regulations and recommendation for the Council to 
consider. Mayor Strong recommended to Mr. Pothof that he attend the February Ordinance & 
Licensing Committee meeting to discuss this further. As noted by Executive Secretary Ziller, Mr. 
James Pothof did not attend this meeting on February 13, 2018.  
 
Further discussion, Pam Monson, a resident, requested that the Committee consider an ordinance 
that would allow for granny pods. The Committee agreed to discuss this at the next meeting.  
 
Public Comment  
Mike Michalowski informed the Committee that his property at 202 S. Water Street is for sale 
for $230,000. Mr. Michalowski recommends that the City purchase this property, level the 
buildings and turn it into a parking lot since there is not ample parking for the patrons on S. 
Water Street.     
 
Adjournment 
With no further business before the Committee, Alderman Evans made a motion and it 
was seconded by Alderman Kirwin to adjourn. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION 
CARRIED unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:00 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Joie Ziller  
Executive Secretary 


