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CITY OF WILMINGTON  

WATER, SEWER, STREETS & ALLEYS COMMITTEE  

Wednesday, September 12, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 

Wilmington City Hall, Council Chambers  

1165 S. Water Street 

 

 

In Attendance 

Committee Members 

Co-Chair, Alderman Frank Studer 

Co-Chair, Alderman Kevin Kirwin 

Alderman John Persic, Jr.  

Alderman Dennis Vice 

Alderman Fran Tutor 

 

Other City Officials 

Mayor Roy Strong 

City Administrator Joie Ziller 

Director of Public Works Darrin Fowler 

Ken Ewensen  

 

The meeting of the Water, Sewer, Streets and Alleys Committee was called to order at 6:00 

p.m. by Alderman Studer.  

 

Review and Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 

The minutes were reviewed. Alderman Tutor made a motion and Alderman Kirwin 

seconded to accept the August 15, 2018 Committee meeting minutes as written and have 

them placed on file. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED unanimously.   

 

New Business 

 

a. Update – Water Meter Tampering 

Public Works Director Fowler starts off by saying that there is a project started of changing out 

all the meter heads that aren’t reading.  Public Works will be putting a cable thru the meter head 

and hooking the cable to a wire to try and tamper proof them.  The cable with be hooked to a 

wire, that way if someone turns the screw it will break the wire and that will notify the City of 

tampering.  Administrator Ziller states that if the meter head is tampered with she does not want 

the Public Works department to approach the homeowner.  The Council suggests calling Chief 

Arnold immediately if they notice the water meter head was tampered with and it will be handled 

by the Police Department.  Once the meter is installed correctly and if the meter head gets 

tampered with it will send an alert to the Zenner software and the Utility Billing Clerk will 

establish a work order showing a tamper code.    There are currently over 500 failing transmitters 

that need to be replaced.  Once the meter has been tampered it will not send reads to Zenner.  

The person tampering with the meter will get a fine of $75 to $750.  Fowler states that there will 

be a new employee starting September 24
th

 and he will be trained to fix and cable up 30-35 

meters a week.   
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Review FY2019 Budget Worksheets 

The Committee reviewed the worksheets as prepared by the City Accountant. 

Fowler starts off with the Corporate Account for Public Works.  Maintenance/Streets expense is 

at 33% left over.  Street light electricity expense dropped from fixing some lights and at 68%.  

Tools expenses are down to about 58%.  He said other than that everything else is looking real 

good.  Equipment purchase expense is down to 7% because of the dam signage and the 

dehumidifier at the Police Department.  Water and maintenance to equipment is down to 33%.  

Some instrumentation on the clear wells had to be replaced, and also some calibrations on some 

meters.  Sewer looks good, IEPA permit fees were paid.   Second loan payment is due in 

December.  Fowler said he will have Strand come in and do a presentation on the final report.  

After that there are opportunities for Grant money.  Ken Ewensen states that everything is going 

smoothly on the equipment purchases for Public Works.  He says that by the time the loan was 

secured they missed the state purchase.  They went thru a whole other entity who said that the 

price went up $1,100 for a new chasse.  They said they can’t start building the truck until January 

and that it will be March before the Department gets the truck.  Ewenson said that he should 

know more by the end of the week if they will be getting a new truck for this winter season.  

There is a full load of salt for the winter.   

 

Other Pertinent Information  

Alderman Tutor brings up Lindy Lane off of Olida.  Fowler states that the road needs fixed but 

won’t be done for two years.  Tutor says that she thought the City was going to fix it.  Fowler 

states that the road definitely needs repair but there are other roads that are in worse repair.  

Kirwin announces that First Street is open at the tracks.  Ewenson said he had a meeting with 

Steve Brinkman and Ross Benning from ICC.  They said with the deal going on with Brown’s 

and Bollins Overhead Door, they will not be getting Kankakee Street done this year.   

 

Public Comments 

 

Adjournment 

With no further business before the Committee, Alderman Persic made a motion and it 

was seconded by Alderman Tutor to adjourn. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED 

unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hayley Henke 

Executive Secretary 


