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CITY OF WILMINGTON  

WATER, SEWER, STREETS & ALLEYS COMMITTEE  

Wednesday, October 10, 2018, 6:00 p.m. 

Wilmington City Hall, Council Chambers  

1165 S. Water Street 

 

 

In Attendance 

Committee Members 

Co-Chair, Alderman Frank Studer 

Co-Chair, Alderman Kevin Kirwin 

Alderman John Persic, Jr.  

Alderman Dennis Vice 

Alderman Fran Tutor 

 

Other City Officials 

Mayor Roy Strong 

City Administrator Joie Ziller 

Director of Public Works Darrin Fowler 

Ken Ewensen  

 

The meeting of the Water, Sewer, Streets and Alleys Committee was called to order at 6:08 

p.m. by Alderman Studer.  

 

Review and Approve Previous Meeting Minutes 

The minutes were reviewed. Alderman Persic made a motion and Alderman Tutor seconded 

to accept the September 12, 2018 Committee meeting minutes as written and have them 

placed on file. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED unanimously.   

 

New Business 

a. Review and Approve the Quote Provided by Clennon Electric for the Chesson Street Lift 

Station 

Administrator Ziller starts off with some information regarding the lift station on Ridgeway. The 

lift station is on private property, the front half that is on Kahler Road is on unincorporated City 

property and the back half is City property with no easement.  There is electricity running from 

the lift station thru the property.  The land owner would like to de-annex that property, but wants 

the City to get everything off of their property first.  Darrin Fowler states that there is a three 

phase electricity running under all that private property, and the land owners basically want the 

City to get rid of that and bring power to the lift station from somewhere else.  Mayor Strong 

states that he does not think the lift station has been there long enough for the property owners to 

keep the City from working on the lift station.  The property was purchased from Ned Robertson, 

and no one is sure how the property was purchased with a clear title when the City’s facility is on 

it.  ComEd and Clennon Electric gave the City a bid to bring in single phase from the lift station 

to the Hall’s property, who have a transformer box in their back yard.  Estimated cost would be 

around $7,000 for electrical work.  Mayor Strong suggests that this go to legal counsel.  With full 

Council approval this issue will be brought to the City’s Attorneys for further examination.   
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b. Review Final City Inflow & Infiltration (I&I) Report with Strand Engineering (Tim 

Juskiewicz) 

Tim Juskiewicz states that the sanitary system is stressed during rain events.  Pump stations are 

running with the backup pumps running for extended times when it rains.  The waste water 

treatment plant runs at higher flows for longer times.  The plant flows that they see are directly 

impacted by the rain events.  He shows Council a graph on how the plant reacts to rain.  Treating 

rain water costs the City money.  Juskiewicz then speaks about how rain water gets into the 

collection system, Inflow & Infiltration.  The I&I investigation survey identified some 

deficiencies.  Strand Engineering smoke tested and inspected over 600 manholes in the entire 

system.  They found that manholes are sources of I&I.   Also from their inspection they 

recommended the City televise about 12,000 feet of sewer main, which was in the downtown 

area of Main Street, Water Street and Kankakee.  Juskiewicz says to eliminate some issues 

would be to change the covers out, seal the chimney and also grout or seal the brick manholes. 

There are storm connections in the sanitary system, and they are mainly in the downtown area 

that was done in the early 70’s.  There are about 49 of them.  To repair the manholes Strand 

would backfill the area with sand to get up to where the storm sewer is and then poor a new 

concrete base.  That would physically separate the storm from the sanitary.  They are calling that 

the sleeve approach.   Around 30 manholes out of the 49 could be done that way.  The other 19 

could not be done that way because of the spacing of manholes.   Those would have to be new 

manholes.  That is a lot more involved because of the work that would have to be done.  The 

benefit of the repairs are immense.  This will eliminate storm cross connections.  Also, this will 

extend the life of the sewer main.  There are three different scenarios of pricing.  The first would 

be the streets of Kankakee, Water and Main, that area was about $ 584,000.  The full program 

would be about 3.1 million dollars and the customized program is 2.6 million that is construction 

costs and engineering the whole project.  Darrin Fowler suggests getting an EPA Loan or IEPA 

loan.  Juskiewicz talks about the project costs with an EPA loan.  At the full project cost of 3.1 

million at a rate of 1.9% at 20 years would make an annual payment of $188K, which would add 

about $6/month to each customer’s bill.   The Mayor states that there are manholes that need to 

be fixed.  Mayor Strong also suggests budgeting for these plans.  Fowler said that has people 

coming to give options for funding this project.   

 

c. Review and Authorize the Public Works Director to seek and hire One Permanent Full-

Time Employee for the Public Works Department at Street Crew 1 Laborer Position  

Darrin Fowler says that this will be a replacement position and that he will use the existing job 

applications that were on file.  There were four applicants that were interviewed a second time. 

 

Alderman Tutor made a motion and Alderman Persic seconded to seek and replace One 

Permanent Full-Time Employee for the Public Works Department at Street Crew 1 

Laborer Position  

 

Review FY2019 Budget Worksheets 

Fowler said that there are a few line items that have taken a hit.  Sidewalk share project is done.  

Fowler states that he an Accountant Doglio reviewed the budgets and they are at 62%. 

 

Other Pertinent Information  

John Persic thanks the guys for the new grills that got put up.  Also, Clennon Electric put a new 

electric box up at one of the Pavilions, which will be locked from now on.   
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Public Comments 

Bridget Strong speaks to the Council about the crossroad at Fairchild and Kahler Road.  There 

are groups of kids from Alma Acres and Chesson Court that have to cross Kahler Road to go to 

school.  She says the corner at Fairchild and Kahler is super dangerous.  She would like to 

request that it be a school zone crossing.  It is currently a two way stop.  Fowler said that there 

will be signs put up with blinking lights.   

 

Adjournment 

With no further business before the Committee, Alderman Tutor made a motion and it was 

seconded by Alderman Persic to adjourn. Upon voice vote, THE MOTION CARRIED 

unanimously and the meeting was adjourned at 7:04 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Hayley Henke 

Executive Secretary 


