
 
ORDINANCE NO. 16-06-07-01 

 
 

AN ORDINANCE SETTING THE REASONABLE RATES AND CHARGES FOR 
WATER AND WASTEWATER SERVICES 

 
 
 WHEREAS, State statute authorizes municipalities to provide water and wastewater 
services to real property within and without the municipality’s corporate limits; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, the City of Wilmington provides water and wastewater services to the real 
property within and without the City’s municipal corporate limits; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, State statute 65 ILCS 5/11-139-8 imposes a duty upon the City to “charge 
the inhabitants thereof a reasonable compensation for the use and service of the combined 
waterworks and sewerage system and to establish rates for that purpose”; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, said statute further requires that the rates that the City charges shall be 
sufficient at all times to (1) pay the cost of operation and maintenance of the combined 
waterworks and sewerage system, (2) provide an adequate depreciation fund, and (3) pay the 
principal of and interest upon all revenue bonds issued therefore; and 
 
 
 WHEREAS, as the City staff has performed an analysis of the costs of operation and 
maintenance of the combined waterworks and sewerage system. The requirements of a sufficient 
and adequate depreciation fund, and the amounts necessary to pay principal and interest upon all 
revenue bonds; and 
 
  
WHEREAS, pursuant to Ordinance 13-01-15-02 the City Council has reviewed the foregoing 
analysis and has determined that in order to comply with state law the City’s rates for provision 
of waterworks and sewerage system services must be set at the level hereinafter set forth for the 
year 2016. 
 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the City Council of the City of 
Wilmington, Will County, Illinois, that Section 52.01 of the City’s Code of Ordinances be and is  
amended to read as provided in Section 1 below. 
 
 
SECTION 1:   
52.01 Service Rates and Charges.  
There are established rates and charges for the use and service supplied by the combined 
waterworks and sewerage system of the city, as follows: 
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(A) Basis for Water and Wastewater Service Charges. The water and wastewater service 
charge for the use of and for service supplied by the water and wastewater facilities of the city 
shall consist of a basic user charge for operation and maintenance plus replacement and a debt 
service charge. 

 
(1) The debt service charge shall be computed by dividing the annual debt service of 

all outstanding bonds and/or loans by the number of users including units of service. Through 
further division, the monthly debt service charge can be computed. 

 
(2) The basic user charge shall be based on water usage as recorded by water meters 

for water and wastes having the following normal concentrations: a five-day, 20°C biochemical 
oxygen demand (BOD) of 200 mg/l. 
 

(3) The adequacy of the water and wastewater service charge shall be reviewed 
annually by certified public accountants for the city in their annual audit report. The water and 
wastewater service charge shall be reviewed periodically to reflect a change in debt service or a 
change in operation and maintenance costs including replacement costs. 
 
(B) Measurement of Flow. The volume of flow used for computing basic user charges and 
surcharges shall be metered water consumption read to the lowest even increments of 100 
gallons. 
 

(1) If the person discharging wastes into the public sewers procures any part, or all, of 
his water from sources other than the public waterworks system, all or a part of which is 
discharged into the public sewers, the person shall install and maintain, at his expense, water 
meters of a type approved by the city for the purpose of determining the volume of water 
obtained from these other sources. 

 
(2) Devices for measuring the volume of waste discharged may be required by the 

city if these volumes cannot otherwise be determined from the metered water consumption 
records. 

 
(3) Metering devices for determining the volume of waste shall be installed, owned, 

and maintained by the person. Following approval and installation, the meters may not be 
removed, unless service is cancelled, without the consent of the city. 
 
(C) The following rates and service charges shall apply to bills issued on or after thirty days 
after the effective date of this article: 
 
WATER RATES AND SERVICE CHARGES 
Rates and Charges. There shall be and are hereby established rates and charges for the use of 
water and for the service of water pumping and distribution in the city as follows: 
 

1. A minimum monthly bill of $12.53 composed of a monthly base rate of $5.41 for each 
unit of service, plus an additional rate of $7.12 for up to the first 1,000 gallons. Usage 
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above 1,000 gallons per month shall be charged at the rate of $7.12 per 1,000 gallons or 
fraction thereof. 

2. Rates for customers located outside the city limits. A monthly base rate of $8.42 for each 
unit of service, plus an additional rate of $10.10 for up to 1,000 gallons per month and a 
rate of $ 10.10 per each 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof in excess of 1,000 gallons per 
month.  

3. There shall be added to the monthly bill an additional meter replacement fee of $2.75. 
There will be an additional maintenance cost for any user who has a water meter greater 
than a one-inch meter to actual cost for replacement of the user's water meter and the user 
will receive a credit for the cost of a one-inch water meter towards the replacement costs. 

4. Bulk users shall pay $10 per 1,000 gallons, or fraction thereof, except the minimum 
charge for a fill less than 1,500 gallons shall be $25. 

 
WASTEWATER RATES AND SERVICE CHARGES 
Rates and Charges. There shall be and are hereby established rates and charges for the use of and 
for the waste facilities of the city: 
 

1. A minimum monthly bill of $35.46 composed of a monthly base rate of $27.00 for each 
unit of service, plus an additional rate of $8.46 for up to the first 1,000 gallons. Usage 
above 1,000 gallons per month shall be charged at the rate of $8.46 per 1,000 gallons or 
fraction thereof. 

2. Rates for customers located outside the city limits. A monthly base rate of $39.75 for 
each unit of service, plus an additional rate of $13.14 for up to 1,000 gallons per month 
and a rate of $ 13.14 per each 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof in excess of 1,000 gallons 
per month based upon metered usage, either metered water or metered sewage usage. 

3. For each unmetered unit of service the minimum monthly rate shall be $41.40. 
4. Wastewater from Transport Vehicles. The city, in its sole discretion and by permit, may 

allow vehicles transporting residential-type wastewater to discharge into the city sanitary 
sewer. Such wastewater must comply with state and federal environmental protection 
agencies, city and other regulatory body requirements and standards. Upon issuance of a 
permit by the city, the fees for each discharge are: 

(a) $75 per vehicle with a tank capacity of 1,500 gallons or less. 
(b) $225 per vehicle with a tank capacity of 1,501 to 5,000 gallons. 

All fees must be prepaid to the city. 
 
(D) In May of each year the city council shall cause the evaluation of the city's then current 
charges for water and wastewater service and shall determine and revise the appropriate charges 
for said services to comply with applicable state law. 
 
(E)  Notwithstanding the above, and as authorized by law including 65 ILCS 5/11-29.3-1 
wherein the General Assembly recognized that it was essential to the welfare of any municipality 
that it have the power to perform certain acts and expend municipal funds therefore for the use 
and occupancy of homes for senior citizens, the rate for the use of water and for the service of 
water pumping and distribution in the city for a private residence occupied by a senior citizen or 
person with a permanent disability and said senior citizen or person with a permanent disability 
is the responsible party to pay said charge shall be $5.41 for each unit of service, plus an 
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additional rate of $5.32 for up to the first 1,000 gallons. Usage above a 1,000 gallons per month 
shall be charged at the rate of $5.32 per 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof. In addition to the 
$27.00 charge for each unit of service for the use of the water waste services of the City a usage 
rate for a private residence occupied by a senior citizen or person with a permanent disability and 
said senior citizen or person with a permanent disability is the responsible party to pay said 
charge shall be an additional rate of $7.61 for up to the first 1,000 gallons. Usage above a 1,000 
gallons per month shall be charged at the rate of $7.61 per 1,000 gallons or fraction thereof. 
 
(F)  For the purposes of this Section 52.01, a senior citizen shall be defined as a resident of 
the City of Wilmington that has attained the age of 62 years. A person with a disability shall be 
defined as a person of the age of 18 or older who has a physical or mental impairment, disease, 
or loss of a permanent nature and who presents a determination of disability by a physician or 
presents an Illinois Disabled Person Identification Card issued pursuant to the Illinois 
Identification Card Act indicating that the person has a Type 1 or 2, Class 2 disability.   
 
SECTION 2: 
Effective Date 
 
 This Ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage, approval and 
publication in pamphlet form as provided by law and that the rates therein shall take effect not 
less than 30 days thereafter. 
 

PASSED this 7th day of June, 2016 with 4 members voting aye, 3 members voting nay, 1 
member abstaining, with the Mayor voting aye and said vote being: 
 

John Persic, Jr. aye  Kevin Kirwin nay 
Larry Hall abstain  Kirby Hall nay 
Fran Tutor aye  Joe VanDuyne aye 
Steve Evans nay  Frank Studer  aye 

 
Approved this 7th day of June, 2016  
    
            

 
J. Marty Orr, Mayor 

 
 
 
 
Attest: 
 
 
 
Judith Radosevich, City Clerk 

 


